A Lame Man is Healed
(Acts 3:1--4:4)

Pre-Session Warm Up
Do you sometimes feel you are a little better than some other
children? When someone pays you a compliment for something you
have done well, do you brag about your ability? After coming
through a hard time, or helping someone else with a problem, do
you pat yourself on the back? When God provides something for
you or helps you do something, do you remember to give honor to
God for what He does in your life? To give honor to God is to give
Him a high place in your thinking because of what He is like or what
He has done for you, and to tell others how great He is. We need to
give the honor and praise to God.

Opening Prayer
Father, open our spiritual eyes and ears this morning to hear Your
voice through the teaching this morning. We want to learn how to
live our lives in a way that is pleasing to You. Guide our thoughts
and our words as we study Your word. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Memory Verse
You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You
created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.
(Revelation 4:11)

other. And God confirmed His word among them through many
signs and wonders.
One afternoon Peter and John went to the temple to pray. At this
time in Jerusalem there was a poor lame man who had never been
able to walk. Because there was no work he could do, he had to sit
outside the Temple and beg people for money.
Acts 3:1-2
Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the
three o’clock prayer service. (2) As they approached the Temple, a
man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put beside
the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg
from the people going into the Temple.

This poor lame beggar was 40 years old (see Acts 4:22). Every day
his friends carried him to the gate, which was called Beautiful. There
he was left for the remainder of the day. Many people passed by the
man on their way to and from the Temple, and often they gave him
money. Sitting at the temple gate was a good location to beg
because many people thought that giving money to the poor would
gain them favor with God.
Then the man asked Peter and John for money.
Acts 3:3-4
When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some
money. (4) Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said,
“Look at us!”

Peter said they had something better than money to give this man.

Lesson
We have been studying about the very beginning of the Christian
church. Last week we learned about when God sent the Holy Spirit
with a violent wind and tongues of fire. Right after the believers
witnessed this spectacular out pouring of the Holy Spirit, the
disciples continued meeting together each day faithfully to learn
about Jesus. They shared their money, clothing, and food with each
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Acts 3:5-6
The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money. (6) But
Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what
I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!”

The crippled man asked for money, but Peter gave him something
much better — the use of his legs. We often ask God to solve a
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small problem, but he wants to give us a whole new life and help for
all our problems. When you ask God for something, don’t be
surprised when he gives you what you really need.
Acts 3:7-8
Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up.
And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and
strengthened. (8) He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk!
Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with
them.

He was able to walk immediately even though he had never learned
how. This was a miracle! A miracle is something that only God can
do.
Peter had been the one who spoke to the lame man and took his
hand to help him up. It would be easy for him to take credit for what
God had done. But he knew that the healing came through the
power of the Holy Spirit, not his own. Peter wanted to give the honor
and praise to whom it was due: God.
The man was so excited he couldn’t stand still! It says he leaped up
and went into the temple with Peter and John walking, leaping, and
praising God! And people were amazed to see him...
Acts 3:9-11
All the people saw him walking and heard him praising God. (10) When
they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen so often at the
Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded! (11) They all rushed
out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was
holding tightly to Peter and John.

The people couldn’t believe their eyes! They looked at Peter as
though it were his power or godliness that had done this, but Peter
gave the honor to God.
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Acts 3:12-16
Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People of Israel,”
he said, “what is so surprising about this? And why stare at us as
though we had made this man walk by our own power or godliness?
(13) For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our
ancestors—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by doing this.
This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before
Pilate, despite Pilate’s decision to release him. (14) You rejected this
holy, righteous one and instead demanded the release of a murderer.
(15) You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead.
And we are witnesses of this fact! (16) “Through faith in the name of
Jesus, this man was healed—and you know how crippled he was
before. Faith in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.

Jesus, not the apostles, received the glory for the healing of the
crippled man. By using Jesus’ name, Peter showed who gave him
the authority and power to heal. The apostles did not emphasize
what they could do, but what God could do through them. Jesus’
name is not to be used as magic — it must be used in faith. When
we pray in Jesus’ name, we must remember that it is Christ himself,
not merely the sound of his name, who gives our prayers their
power.
When God does something spectacular in your life, be sure to give
him the honor. Instead of bragging when someone compliments
you, say, "Thank you" and "It was God who helped me." When God
helps you through a hard time, or uses you to help someone else
with a problem, remember to thank God. Then honor God by
praising Him as you share with others what He did. You might say,
“I really appreciate God helping me not to be so lonely when my
friend moved away." or, “I thank God I could be of help to you." God
is the One who is worthy of our praise and honor.
This week honor God by thanking Him and telling Him how much
you appreciate Him. Then share your appreciation of God with
someone else, so they can see how great God is?
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CLOSING PRAYER

GAME CENTER

Father, we want to give You all the glory and honor that’s due Your
name. As we sit here quietly for a moment, fill our hearts and minds
with the wonder of You! You are so great and awesome and loving
and kind. We love You, Lord. Thank You for all the great and
wonderful things You’ve done in my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Allow the children to act out this story using dress up clothes.
Pop-The-Question —

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Write the review questions on separate slips of paper and insert
them into balloons. Blow them up. Let the children pop a balloon,
one at a time, and answer the question. Small children may wish to
have someone else pop their balloon for them.

CRAFT CORNER

Variations:

Take Home Activity: Prepare a card for each child to fill in during the
week:

•

Insert numbers that correspond to a list of questions instead
of the questions.

Give honor to God for what He does in your life
(Revelation 4:11)

•

Put the game point values on slips of paper in the balloon.
So, for every right answer they can pop a balloon and see
what points their team gets.

What is one thing God did for you this week?

•

Each child gets a chance to throw a ball into a basketball
hoop. For making a basket, the child gets to choose a
balloon, pop it and try to answer the question. His team gets
50 points for every right answer.

How did you give honor to God?

Or, use the following questions in another game of your choice:
Review questions:

Next week any child that wants to, can honor God by sharing what
God did for them.
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1. Why was the man begging at the temple gate? (Sitting at the
temple gate was a good location to beg because many people
thought that giving money to the poor would gain them favor with
God.)
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2. What would your life be like if you couldn’t walk? What would
your social life be like? How would things be different for you
economically?
3. How would you feel if you were in his condition?
4. How was it possible for the disabled man to survive? (He
depended totally on his friends to help him.)
5. What did the disabled man ask Peter and John for? (Money)
6. Is what the man wanted, what he needed most? What did the
man at the Beautiful Gate need most: money or the physical
healing of his legs? (Legs!)
7. What was the lame man’s reaction after he was healed? (He
jumped up and praised God.)
8. How did people respond to the lame man’s enthusiastic reaction
to his healing? (They were amazed and awed by God’s power.)
9. Why do you end your prayers with the phrase, "In the name of
Jesus. Amen?" Does that actually do any good? (It is Christ
himself, not merely the sound of his name, who gives our
prayers their power.)
10. What reaction will other people have if you are enthusiastic
about what God has done for you? (We will be a positive
influence on others.)
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